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PFG set to realise the vision of
IMAS Rock Lobster Hub
(September 2017)

PFG acquires Recirculating Aquaculture
System capability (July 2017)

After several years as an Industry Partner to the ARC funded Rock Lobster Hub, PFG is 
committing to building the world’s first commercial scale hatchery.  This will result in PFG 
acquiring shares in the company holding the project's IP and committing to building a 
commercial hatchery for research purposes.

Marketing itself as AusFish, the organisation will sell systems and 
products to support existing farms as well as taking on the turnkey 
projects from design and supply to installation and operation.  The 
consortium is currently building a 200 tonne Barramundi farm as its 
showcase facility in Asia and we have been shortlisted as a preferred 
supplier on several new contracts.

The investment was driven not only from 
philanthropy principles via an investment 
in Tasmanian research excellence but also 
because of PFG’s proven experience in taking 
pre-revenue projects to full commercialisation 
and creating valuable spin offs.

Michael Sylvester | CEO PFG Group

PFG Group is one of three parties in a 
consortium to build land-based recirculating 
aquaculture systems and has recently acquired 
the technology of Barramundi Blue.

    PFG’s investment has secured the jobs 
of approx. 15 Tasmanian scientists.



WORLD RECREATIONAL FISHING 
CONFERENCE, CANADA
Jamie Crawford

Following the conference, our group 
visited two fish hatcheries where Chinook 
and Coho salmon together with rainbow 
trout, steelhead and white sturgeon are 
produced for restocking waterways. 
These hatcheries are funded through 
recreational fishing licence revenue.

We also got to spend three days with fishing guides 
operating in different regions who relied on Canada’s 
recreational fishing sector as their primary income.

It was good to get an industry perspective of the 
various management strategies and licensing systems 
with surprisingly differing opinions. 

The conference ran over four days, which 
saw the world’s leading fisheries research 
scientists and fisheries managers converge 
to showcase and discuss leading research 
and management strategies. 
Some of the hot topics at the conference 
this year included management strategies 
for declining fish stocks, managing a 
shared resource between the recreational 
and commercial sectors, fish stocking 
programs, recreational licensing, data 
and statistic collation, post release 
survival in catch and release fisheries, 
eradicating invasive species, inclusion 
of artificial reefs and habitat restoration, 
satellite and telemetry tagging of key 
recreational species. There was a lot of 
information crammed in to the 4 days, 
plus networking with key management 
personnel.

We also visited the Seymour River and 
saw some habitat restoration work 
currently underway, where re-snagging 
of the lower reaches of the river is 
being undertaken, as well as removing 
obstructions that are interfering with 
the natural migration of pacific salmon 
species. Most of this work is being funded 
by local industry.

We also had some meetings with the 
Canadian government discussing stock 
allocation between the commercial and 
recreational sectors, and it was quite 
interesting how the biomass is managed. 
Similarly, we had a meeting with a First 
Nations peacekeeper board, where river 
access and stock allocation between the 
indigenous community and the remaining 
recreational sector was discussed. 

Kids fishing clinic

One of the highlights for the group was 
spending a day with Tony Nootebos of 
BC Sport Fishing Group on the mighty 
Fraser River. BC Sport Fishing Group in 
conjunction with the Fraser River Sturgeon 
Conservation Society (FRSCS) have PIT 
tagged over 65,000 white sturgeon in the 
river system and surrounding tributaries 
in an effort to track and monitor this 
protected species. Our 4 boats managed 
to land 14 sturgeon for the day, up to 
265cm fork length (approx 300lb). Of 
these fish, 12 were recaptures and 2 were 
new individuals which were subsequently 
PIT tagged. 

These PIT tags are scanned with a hand 
received when the fish is re-caught, and 
it provides unique information relating 
to that individual fish. We also found 
an illegal set-net on the river which we 
reported, and was subsequently retrieved 
and destroyed by Fisheries Management. 
Sturgeon are a high value species, for 
both their meat and caviar, and poaching 
is a problem. 

It was a huge learning experience to see 
firsthand Canada’s fishing sector and 
how it is managed. Their recreational 
licensing is somewhat confusing to a 
visiting angler, but you can see where 
the funding is channeled to benefit the 
industry.

Seymour River Fish Hatchery

The Australian bursary winners

Jamie measuring his 220cm sturgeon before release

Port Lincoln Branch Manager Jamie 
Crawford was one of a few people granted 
a travel bursary offered by the FRDC 
(Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation) to attend the world 
recreational fishing conference in Canada, 
followed by a study tour through southern 
British Columbia. PFG was proud to support 
Jamie realise this rare opportunity.

The FRDC were offering travel bursaries 
to nine young adults in Australia who had 
demonstrated leadership and initiative in the 
fishing industry. The world recreational fishing 
conference is held every 3 years, and this year 
the Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC hosted 
the event in Victoria, on Vancouver Island.

JC
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The Freshwater Fisheries Society of 
BC also fund ‘learn to fish’ clinics 
in the summer holidays, aimed 
at educating and encouraging 
kids into recreational fishing. It’s 
a fact that recreational fishing 
participation is on the decline in 
Canada / North America. We 
joined the group for the session 
and helped the kids with casting 
practice and answered some of 
their questions.

Kootenay Trout Hatchery



We are delighted to welcome on board Joanne Moses as 
our new Aquaculture Sales and Marketing Executive.

Jo brings a strong background in safety and industrial related product 
sales. Jo will be primarily working alongside Pete Warner, Jeremy 
Ditcham and Jamie Crawford to deliver the best customer service 
experience possible.

Jo enjoys relaxing on the East Coast, fishing, diving and snorkeling 
with family and friends.

 Welcome Jo

PFG’s Aquatruck range of boats are 
low volume, niche customised boats 
manufactured to National Commercial 
Vessel Code from High Density Poly 
ethylene(HDPE). HDPE is a material that 
is incredibly strong and very buoyant, 
presents a quality smooth finish and resists 
biofouling.

Recently PFG has instigated its own 
challenging weld test standards 
through the University of Tasmania, and 
supervised by an AMS, also completed 
third party ballistic testing on a range of 
HDPE materials in Melbourne and re-
accredited its team of fabricators to NATA 
standards.
 
Zero corrosion, virtually no maintenance 
and very simple repair if needed is the 
secret to Aquatrucks repeat customer 
orders. Twenty-year-old Aquatrucks are 
still in commercial survey and operated 
daily, equating to millions of hours of 
operation. To back this up Aquatruck 
provided Queensland Police with a ten 
year warranty.

MAKING WAVES WITH THE QLD POLICE

The 5.5 is a proven designed supported 
by powerful testimonies from Stradbroke 
Island’s Rufus King Fisheries and Sydney’s 
Birkenhead Point Marina. Both these 
operators speak highly of the rugged 
durable plate boat with fantastic design 

features and super seaworthy comfort 
as the HDPE delivers a silky-smooth ride 
unlike any other material and totally 
different to slapping alloy boats.

Earlier in the year PFG signed a multi-vessel contract with Queensland Police for 
the 5.5 metre HDPE Aquatruck plate boats
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MIC Technical Manager Simon Davis has just returned 
from Norway with a plethora of leads and enquiries on 
PFG’s world famous MIC  - vacuum based net cleaning. 
Government Regulators around the world are setting 
higher expectations for fish farmers to smarten their act 
around net hygiene.Simon held meetings with old and 
new customers around Norway and they were all very 
excited to hear about the upgrades to MIC 2 and the 
development of MIC 3.

For the first time Aquatruck was showcased at the 
biennial International Maritime Expo at Darling 
Harbour. PFG took a position in the Tasmanian 
government stand along-side Life Raft Systems, 
CBG/Moonraker, Australian Maritime College, Pivot 
Maritime and Fiomarine. Stuart Downham Technical 
Manager Aquatruck drew a lot of interest during the 
three days demonstrating his expert knowledge on 
the vessels build and durability.

Mike and Rob attended the NZ Aquaculture 
Conference last month and used this event to 
launch the new Aquaculture Brochure , the brochure 
produced in house and led by Jo Moses was very 
well received. If you would like a pdf of the brochure 
contact Jo on joannem@pfg-group.com.au.
The NZ Conference held in Nelson this year was very 
well attended. 

PFG hosted Hexcyl managing director Gary Seidl to 
this year’s Tasmanian Shellfish at Hadleys. Gary is a 
leading grower of oysters at Coffin Bay Ceduna and 
is the original developer of the famous Hexcyl basket.
Gary is touring the state talking to other growers 
about his global knowledge of the industry and his 
deep experience in shellfish. 

NORWAY MARKET LIGHTS UP AQUATRUCK GOES TO 
PACIFIC 2017NZ CONFERENCE REPORT SHELLFISH FUTURES A BIG HIT
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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

They wanted a vessel that was rugged,
simple to operate and maintain and
Aquatruck stood out.

Michael Sylvester | CEO PFG Group
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SPRING SALE

HDPE (High Density Polyethylene) 
sheets are extruded using quality 
Polyethylene (PE) resins. This  Multi 
Purpose Grey Plastics Panel is a 
strong and sturdy building material 
which can be a replacement to both 
plywood and various metal sheeting.

These panels are waterproof so 
they do not rot, swell, delaminate, 
deteriorate or absorb moisture. 
The non-stick surface cleans easily 
and is graffiti resistant with acoustic 
properties similar to brick.

Suitable for applications such as: 
Engineering Bearing & Gear
Sound Barrier
Fencing
Partition
and much more...

For SPECIAL CUT and
BULK ORDER rates call:
Jan (03) 6274 0222

12mm Non-Slip DSP PE Sheets

$450 +gst

CALL
NOW

PFG wish to advise all our valued customers that 
Darryl Sigurnas is moving on and we wish him all 
the best. 

For continued customer service for any poly,
sheet or fabrication ring:
Jan Tapp (03) 63 74 0222
Jo Moses 0439 933 883
Rob Miley on 0408 050 027

STAFF
CHANGES


